
Robert Burns

Who is He?
Robert Burns is a famous poet and song 
writer.  He was born in Ayrshire on the 25th

January, 1759.  Burns had a large family.  
He had six other brothers and sisters.  He 
was also known as Rabbie Burns or the 
Ploughman Poet.

Childhood
His father was a farmer.  As a child, Burns 
had to work very long hours on the farm 
to help out.  This meant that he 
didn’t spend much time at 
school.  Even though his family 
were poor, his father made 
sure that Burns could read 
and write. 

As a boy, Burns liked reading 
poetry and listening to music.  He also liked to 
listen to his mother sing old Scottish songs to him.  He soon found out that he 
was very good at writing.  He wrote his first song at the age of fifteen.  It was 
called Handsome Nell.

Becoming Famous
In 1786, he planned to move to Jamaica.  His plans were changed when some 
of his songs and poems were published.  They sold out within a month.  Burns 
suddenly became very popular and famous.  He decided to stay in Scotland.

That same year, Burns moved to Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland.  He 
was made very welcome by the rich and important people who lived there.  He 
liked going to parties and living the life of a celebrity.

The Agate Stone
Burns enjoyed travelling around Scotland.  He liked to collect old songs and 
poems.  Whilst on a tour of the Scottish Highlands one day, Burns found a
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beautiful stone.  When he got back to 
Edinburgh, he had it made into a cravat pin.  
Cravats were like a tie, worn by men at that 
time.  This showed how rich and successful 
he had become.  

His Death
In 1788, Burns moved from Edinburgh 
to Dumfries.  Although he was still 
young, his 
health was poor.  
This might have been 
because of the long, hard work he did on the farm as a boy.

Robert Burns died on the 21st July 1796.  He was only 37 years old.  His wife 
gave birth to their youngest son on the day of his funeral.

Remembering Burns
Robert Burns became even more famous after he died.  Statues of Burns can 
be found in many countries, such as America, Canada and Australia.

The 25th January is 
now celebrated as 
Burns Night.  This 

date was chosen 
because it is the 

same day as his 
birthday.  Burns Night Suppers 

are held by people who enjoy his work.  The evening is spent listening to his 
poetry and songs.  Traditional Scottish food like haggis, neeps and tatties are 
eaten.  The adults will drink a dram of Scottish whiskey and bagpipe music is 
played.

Famous Songs
Burns is also remembered for writing Auld Lang Syne.  The song is about 
days gone by and the people we have had to say goodbye to.  It is traditional 
to hold hands with the people next to you as you sing.  This is to remind us 
about the importance of friendship.  As the clock strikes midnight on New 
Year’s Eve, it is sung to celebrate the end of one year and the start of the next.
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Robert Burns

Robert Burns was:

a) an actor

b) a painter

c) a poet and song writer

d) a singer

As a child Burns lived on a:

a) boat

b) farm

c) beach

d) mountain

Put these main events in the correct order: 

• His first collection of poems sold out very quickly.

• He was 37 years old when he died.

• He found an agate stone.

• He wrote his first song at the age of fifteen.

• He spent his childhood on a farm. 

When is Burns Night celebrated?

Identify TWO things which happen at a Burns Night Supper.

Which song is sung on New Year’s Eve?

Identify ONE other word which means the same as supper.
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Robert Burns

Robert Burns was:

a) an actor

b) a painter

c) a poet and song writer

d) a singer

As a child Burns lived on a:

a) boat

b) farm

c) beach

d) mountain

Put these main events in the correct order: 

• His first collection of poems sold out very quickly.  3

• He was 37 years old when he died.  5

• He found an agate stone. 4

• He wrote his first song at the age of fifteen.  2

• He spent his childhood on a farm.  1

When is Burns Night celebrated?  25th January – his birthday.

Identify TWO things which happen at a Burns Night Supper.  Eat Scottish 
food and drink whiskey.  Listen to his work and bagpipe music. 

Which song is sung on New Year’s Eve?  Auld Lang Syne.

Identify ONE other word which means the same as supper.  Answers could 
include: tea, dinner, evening meal.
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