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Have you ever heard the words kookaburra, billabong and boomerang? 
Do you know who lives in the sunny Australia? Australia is an incredible 
country, and there is so much to discover there, from Kangaroos to Cane 
Toads. Read this report and you will become an expert on this fascinating 
area of the world.

Koala

Wombat

Platypus

Echidna

Boomerang

If you walk through the Australian Bush at 
night, you’ll find lots of animals out feeding. 
Wombats are great diggers, and make a burrow 
as long as a football pitch. Fascinatingly, 
wombats eat really tough grass and roots and 
their teeth keep growing forever. Another 
interesting animal that can be found in Australia 
is the Koala. Koala’s are fussy eaters and won’t 
eat anything except Eucalyptus leaves. Lazily, 
koalas spend the day sleeping. The strangest 
looking animal of all is the platypus, because it 
has webbed feet and a beak like a duck, but the body of an otter. What a strange 
combination that is! Did you know that Australian echidna (which looks like a hedgehog) 
lay eggs even though it’s a mammal?

Australia

Night Prowlers

Interestingly, Aborigines have lived in the Out Back for more 
than 50000 years. It’s always hot and dry there, so the 
Aborigines have to find clever ways to get food and water. 
Kangaroo, emu and even witchetty grubs are some favourite
Aboriginal dishes. To survive, the Aborigines had to invent 
their own weapons, including the boomerang. If you throw a 
boomerang the right way, it will curve and come back to you.

Outback Hunters

With its vast open spaces, and weird rocks on the horizon, the Australian outback looks a 
bit like the moon. You’ll need plenty of water here, because it hardly ever rains in the 
outback. Perhaps the most recognisable landmark from the outback is Uluru. 
Did you know that Uluru is the biggest rock in the whole world? It is the same height as 
a 100-storey building and it would take you about three hours to walk around it!

Dramatic Desert
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DIFFICULTY: 

Questions

1. Read the first paragraph. Find and copy three words you might hear in Australia?

1.

2.

3.

2. Look at the paragraph about ‘Night Prowlers’.
    What are the features of a wombat? Tick 2 answers.

they are strong diggers

they are lazy

they make a burrow as long as a football pitch

they have webbed feet

3. Why do you think it is unusual that an echidna lays eggs?

4. Match the nouns to the statements. One has been done for you.

Koalas 

Platypus 

Echidna 

Eat Eucalyptus leaves

Looks like a hedgehog

Has the body of an otter

5. Fill in the table to indicate whether the statements are true or false. 
    The first one is done for you:

True False

Aborigines have lived in the Out Back for more than 50000 years.

Aborigines eat witchetty grubs.

Aborigines live in cities like Sydney and Canberra.

The boomerang is designed to be fun game.



grammarsaurus.co.uk

DIFFICULTY: 

Questions

6. What is special about a boomerang?

7. Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘famous’.

8. This text is an information text. It tells us facts. Write down three facts you have learnt.

1.

2.

3.
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DIFFICULTY: 

1. Read the first paragraph. Find and copy three words you might hear in Australia?

1.

2.

3.

2. Look at the paragraph about ‘Night Prowlers’.
    What are the features of a wombat? Tick 2 answers.

they are strong diggers

they are lazy

they make a burrow as long as a football pitch

they have webbed feet

3. Why do you think it is unusual that an echidna lays eggs?

4. Match the nouns to the statements. One has been done for you.

Koalas 

Platypus 

Echidna 

Eat Eucalyptus leaves

Looks like a hedgehog

Has the body of an otter

5. Fill in the table to indicate whether the statements are true or false. 
    The first one is done for you:

True False

Aborigines have lived in the Out Back for more than 50000 years.

Aborigines eat witchetty grubs.

Aborigines live in cities like Sydney and Canberra.

The boomerang is designed to be fun game.

kookaburra

billabong

boomerang

Because they are mammals
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6. What is special about a boomerang?

7. Find and copy one word that means the same as ‘famous’.

8. Think of another information text you have read. Write down three features that are similar 

    to this one. 

1.

2.

3.

If you throw it the right way, it will come back to you.

recognisable

Subheadings/Statements/Commands/Technical vocabulary/Paragraphs/Figures

Or accept any other valid feature of an information text. 


