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Reading Comprehension

This is an adaptation of a scene from one of William Shakespeare’s most famous plays – Romeo 

and Juliet. In this scene, Romeo Montague and his friends have snuck into their enemy’s – the 

Capulets - mansion to attend a masked ball being held there. Here, Romeo sees Juliet for the first 

time. 

Act 1, Scene 5

(Enter Lord Capulet, Tybalt (who is the Lord’s nephew), Lady Capulet, Juliet and other members of 

the house. They greet Romeo, Benvolio, Mercutio and other masked guests.) 

Lord Capulet:   (in a booming voice)    Welcome, gentlemen!  

(Lord Capulet continues to joke that the ladies who refuse to dance are afflicted with corns so that 

they are too embarrassed to refuse any requests from the male attendees. Lord Capulet then 

takes a seat to one side with his cousin. Meanwhile, Romeo is sat to one side of the dancefloor.)

Romeo:    (talking to a servant)    Who is that girl on the arm of that lucky knight over 

there? 

Servant:    I cannot tell you that sir for she is masked so I am unable to 

recognise her.

Romeo:    (talking to himself as the servant exits off-stage. He continues to 

watch the girl who has caught his attention.)    Oh my! My eyes have never 

before seen such an individual equipped with such beauty: she stands 

out like a white dove in the middle of a flock of crows. I am sincere in 

my assertion that her beauty is too good for this world. When this 

dance is finished, I shall go to her and try to hold her soft hand with 

my ugly, rough one. Did my heart ever love anyone before this 

moment? If so, my eyes are liars because I have never seen true 

beauty before tonight. 

(From the other side of the room, Tybalt has noticed Romeo’s presence.) 
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Tybalt:    (angrily)    I know that voice belongs to a Montague. 

(Tybalt instructs his page to fetch his rapier*, determined to teach his enemy a lesson.) 

Tybalt:   How dare that peasant come here with his face masked so that he can sneer 

and scorn our celebration. I will not have my family teased in this way. Out of honour 

for my family, it is necessary for me to kill him. Surely, no-one will see this action as a 

crime, for I am just protecting my family?  

Lord Capulet:    (grabbing at Tybalt’s shoulder)    Why, what are you doing? Why are you 

behaving in such an angry manner? 

Tybalt:    (turning to his uncle)    Uncle, this man is a Montague – I am sure of it! He’s an 

enemy, a scoundrel, who deserves to be taught a lesson. 

(Capulet speaks in hushed tones and pulls Tybalt back towards the edge of the room, where they 

will draw less attention to themselves.) 

Lord Capulet:    I believe that this is young Romeo. From what I can see, he is carrying 

himself like a dignified gentlemen and has not caused any harm. My sources tell me 

that he has a good reputation throughout Verona. He is both virtuous and 

well-behaved. I suggest that you ignore him, calm down and stop frowning. I do not 

wish for insults to be traded in my house or for my ball to be ruined by your actions.  

 (Tybalt continues to protest with his uncle which forces Lord Capulet to banish him from the 

ballroom, where the masked ball is taking place. Tybalt is clearly furious by his uncle’s 

chastisement.)

Tybalt:    (under his breath)    Forced patience and immense rage are combining to make 

my whole body tremble! I will follow my uncle’s order and leave but Romeo’s prank, 

which seems so sweet to him now, will soon turn bitter. He will live to regret this!  

(Tybalt exits the stage)
*rapier = a thin, light, sharp-pointed sword

Glossary:
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2. How did Lord Capulet encourage all of the women to dance? (1 mark) 

3. Why are Romeo and the servant unable to identify the girl? (1 mark) 

4. How does Romeo feel about the girl? Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. (3 marks) 

5. Romeo uses a simile to describe the girl. What is it? (1 mark) 

6. Why is Tybalt angry? Circle one. (1 mark) 

QUESTIONS

1. List three people who were in attendance at the ball. (3 marks)

1.

2.

3.

No-one will 
dance with him.

He doesn’t like
people talking. 

He realises Romeo 
is at the party.

He is hungry. 
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8. Match the words from the text to their synonyms in the grid. (3 marks)

9. Place these events in the correct, chronological order from 1 - 5. (1 mark) 

10. At the end of the scene, Tybalt threatens to get his own back on Romeo. How do you 

think he will do this? Why? (2 marks)

7. Answer true or false to these statements. (4 marks) 
True False

Tybalt fetches a weapon to fight Romeo. 

Tybalt feels guilty about trying to kill Romeo. 

Lord Capulet stops Tybalt from attacking Romeo. 

Lord Capulet does not want the party disrupted. 

virtuous 

protest

banish

good

expel

argue

Lord Capulet greets the guests.

Tybalt promises to take revenge on Romeo. 

Tybalt realises that there is a Montague at the party.

Romeo asks who the pretty girl is. 

Romeo vows to hold the girl’s hand.
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ANSWERS

2. How did Lord Capulet encourage all of the women to dance? (1 mark) 

3. Why are Romeo and the servant unable to identify the girl? (1 mark) 

4. How does Romeo feel about the girl? Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. (3 marks) 

5. Romeo uses a simile to describe the girl. What is it? (1 mark) 

6. Why is Tybalt angry? Circle one. (1 mark) 

No-one will 
dance with him.

He doesn’t like
people talking. 

He realises Romeo 
is at the party.

He is hungry. 

Three out of the following: Lord Capulet, Lady Capulet, Juliet, Tybalt, Romeo, 

Benvolio, Mercutio. 

He told all of the guests that if the women refused to dance then it must be because they 

had corns on their feet. As no woman would want to admit to this, they would all have 

to dance rather than refuse.

• He thinks she is beautiful – he says her beauty is too good for this world and that he’s 

never seen someone as beautiful as her before. . 

• He thinks she is more beautiful than other people in the room/ city – he compares her 

to a white dove whilst everyone else is a black crow.

• He thinks she is better/ more superior than him – he compares her soft hands with his 

ugly, rough hands. 

• He thinks he’s in love with her – he says his heart has never truly been in love before 

this moment. 

She is wearing a mask

she stands out like a white dove in the middle of a flock of crows

1. List three people who were in attendance at the ball. (3 marks)
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8. Match the words from the text to their synonyms in the grid. (3 marks)

9. Place these events in the correct, chronological order from 1 - 5. (1 mark) 

10. At the end of the scene, Tybalt threatens to get his own back on Romeo. How do you 

think he will do this? Why? (2 marks)

7. Answer true or false to these statements. (4 marks) 
True False

Tybalt fetches a weapon to fight Romeo. 

Tybalt feels guilty about trying to kill Romeo. 

Lord Capulet stops Tybalt from attacking Romeo. 

Lord Capulet does not want the party disrupted. 

virtuous 

protest

banish

good

expel

argue

Lord Capulet greets the guests.

Tybalt promises to take revenge on Romeo. 

Tybalt realises that there is a Montague at the party.

Romeo asks who the pretty girl is. 

Romeo vows to hold the girl’s hand. 3

1

5

4

2

(Answers may vary. Accept answers relevant to the text. Award two marks if the pupil 

provides a justification.)

Example:  Tybalt might take his rapier and wait for Romeo to leave the party before 

attacking him. He might do this as his uncle told him he wasn’t allowed to disrupt the 

party so he didn’t want to disobey him. 


